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The Kharijites in the Arabian Gulf Region - The Najdat as a
Model - A Historical and Descriptive Study
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Abstract:
This research examines the movements of the Khawarij in
the Arabian Gulf region, focusing on the Najdat faction as a
historical example. It discusses the Khawarij in general, their
historical origins and first appearance during the caliphate of Ali
(may Allah be pleased with him), through the Umayyad and
Abbasid eras. The study highlights key characteristics such as
extremism in religion, rebellion against authority, and
excommunicating Muslims. It also mentions the major
subgroups of the Khawarij, like the Azariga, Ibadiyya, and
Sufriyya, as well as the divisions that occurred among them. The
research then shifts focus to the Najdat faction, exploring their
geographical expansion in Yamama, Bahrain, Oman, and
Yemen, their political and military dominance, key leaders such
as Najdah ibn Amir al-Hanafi, internal divisions, and eventual
demise at the hands of the Umayyad state.
Keywords: Khawarij - sects - Arabian Gulf - Najdat - Bahrain -
Al-Yamamah - Oman.
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