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Forest areas in the High Atlas between the problem of

exploitation and the prospects for sustainable management: the
case of the Azrif Forest - Morocco
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Abstract:

This study aims to identify the main plant formations
available in the Azref Forest and focus on diagnosing the factors
responsible for the deterioration of the forest area. The study also
analyzes various forms of interventions by public authorities and
the local population to mitigate the ongoing degradation of forest
resources in the region. Regarding the methodology, a fieldwork
approach was employed using questionnaire surveys, and data
provided by local associations and specialized institutions in
forest resource management were utilized. Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) and remote sensing were also utilized
to analyze maps and aerial images, enabling the study of
temporal changes in the forest's condition. The systematic
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approach was employed to describe and interpret the decisions of
the administrations responsible for forest resources, with the aim
of achieving sustainable development and identifying key factors
contributing to the forest's degradation in Azref.

Keywords: Middle Atlas, Azref Forest, exploitation,
deterioration and decline, management, sustainable development.
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